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Box No. I 
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Box No. II 
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Box No. Ill 
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Box No. IV 




Box No. V 


□ 


Box No. VI 




Box No. VII 




Box No. VIII 



Basis of the opinion 
Priority 

Non-establishment of opinion with regard to novelty, inventive step and industrial applicability 
Lack of unity of invention 

Reasoned statement under Rule 43M.1 (a)(i) with regard to novelty, inventive step or Industrial 
applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 
Certain documents cited 
Certain defects in the international application 
Certain observations on the international application 

2. FURTHER ACTION 

If a demand for international preliminary examination is made this where 
written opinion of the International Preliminary Examining Authority H PEA has n^ife^ the 

the aoDlicant chooses an Authority other than this one to be the IPEA and the chosen lp ^, n ^ A n ^ e r ? / tne 
KSSunl Rule 66.1 Ws(b) that written opinions of this International Searching Authority 

will not be so considered. 

If this opinion Is, as provided above, considered to be a written opinion of the IPEA the ^^J^^ 
submit to the IPEA a written reply together, where appropriate, wrth amendmente ^^^^J 
months from the date of mailing of Form PCT/ISA£20 or before the expiration of 22 months from the priority date, 
whichever expires later. 

For further options, see Form PCTyiSA£20. 

3. For further details, see notes to Form PCT/ISA520. 
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Box No. I Basis of the opinion 

(under Rules 12.3 and 23.1(b)). 
7 With reaard to any nucleotide andtor amino acid sequence disclosed in the international application and 
Sssan/ to th^ I^Sedinvention, this opinion has been established on the basis of. 

a. type of material: 

□ a sequence listing 

□ table(s) related to the sequence listing 
• b. format of material: 

□ in written format 

□ in computer readable form 
c. time of filingyfurnishing: 

□ contained in the international application as filed. 

□ filed together with the international application in computer readable form. 

□ furnished subsequently to this Authority for the purposes of search. 

SSKfiSKSfS the application aa filed or does not go bayond the appttoabon aa hied, as 
appropriate, were furnished. 

4. Additional comments: 
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Box No. V Reasoned statement under Rule 43Ws.1(a)(i) with regardto imwRy, Inventive step or 
industrial applicability; citations and explanations supporting such statement 



Inventive step (IS) 
Industrial applicability (IA) 



2. Citations and explanations 
see separate sheet 



Box No. VII Certain defects in the international application 



The following defects in the form or contents of the international application have been noted: 
see separate sheet 



Box No. Vlll Certain observations on the international application 



The following observations on the clarity of the claims, description, and drawings or on the question whether the 
claims are fully supported by the description, are made: 

see separate sheet 
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Regarding the points V, VII, VIII. 

1 . Reference is made to the following documents: 

D1: JP-A-20001 27862* 
D2: EP-A-0734832 
D3: JP-A-1 031 5241 
D4: US-A-5626382 

* A computer translation can be obtained, free of charge, from the Internet site of the 
JPO at the address: 

http://www4.ipdl.jpo.go.jpn"okujitu/tjsogodben.ipdl?N0000=1 1 5 

2. The expression " the first cavity" used in claim 1 on line 6 appears not to be linked 
with the rest of the claim. Therefore claim 1 lacks of clarity. 

3. INDEPENDENT CLAIMS 1 AND 2 

3. 1 Document D1 discloses a method of making a vehicle component, the method 
comprising: 

providing a first mold section (50), a second mold section (60), and a shut-off 
member (7) movable between a first position and a second position; 
providing a flexible element (15) (cf. paragraph 16) 
positioning the flexible element (15) proximate the first mold section or the 
second mold section ( cf. fig. 5); 

providing a first cavity (71) defined by the first mold section, the second mold 
section, and the shut-off member when in the first position (cf. fig 6); 
injecting a first resin into the first cavity (cf. fig 6); 
providing a second cavity (72) defined by the first mold section, the second 
mold section, the first resin, and the shut off member when in the second 
position (cf. fig 8); 

moving the shut-off member from the first position to the second position; 
injecting a second resin into the second cavity, cf. abstract. 
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Therefore the subject-matter of claim 1 lacks novelty (Article 33(2) PCT). 

It should be mentioned that these features are also known from D3, cf. abstract and 
figures 3-8). 

3.2 Document D2 discloses a trim panel for use in a vehicle, the trim panel comprising: 
a one-piece molded member having a first substrate portion made of a first 
resin (M1), a second substrate portion made of a second resin (M2), and a 
cushioned layer (30; cf . col. 5, lines 21 -29) at least partially covering one of the 
first substrate portion and the second substrate portion, wherein the one-piece 
molded member is formed by a process wherein the cushioned layer (30) is 
positioned into at least one of a first cavity and a second cavity, the first resin 
(M1) is injected into the first cavity, a retractor member (70) is moved to define a 
second cavity, and the second resin (M2) is injected into the second cavity, cf. 
col. 8, line 33 - col. 9, line 34. 

Therefore the subject-matter of claim 17 lacks novelty (Article 33(2) PCT). 
4. DEPENDENT CLAIMS 

4.1 The subject-matters of claims 5, 7 to 9, 1 1 to 1 6 are also know from D1 , cf. 
paragraphs 6, 13,14,16 and figures 4 to 8. 

4.2 Dependent claims 2-4, 6, 1 0 do not appear to contain any additional features which, 
in combination with the features of any claim to which they refer, meet the 
requirements of the PCT with respect to inventive step. These claims suggest only 
slight constructional changes in the method of claim 1 which, regard to document D2 
to D4, come within the scope of customary practice followed by the person skilled in 
the art, especially as the advantages thus achieved can readily be foreseen, see the 
corresponding passages cited in the search report. 

5. The following should be noted too: 

5.1 Contrary to the requirements of Rule 5.1 (a)(ii) PCT, the relevant background art 
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disclosed in the documents D1 to D4 is not mentioned in the description, nor are 
these documents identified therein. 

5 2 According to the requirements of Rule 1 1 .13(1) reference signs not appearing in the 
description shall not appear in the drawings, and vice versa. This requirement is not 
met in view of the reference sign (121) in claims and description, (12) in claim 5, 
(1 52) and (1 54) on page 7, (267) on page 1 2. 

5 3 The vague and imprecise statement in the description on page 21 , last sentence 
implies that the subject-matter for which protection is sought may be different to that 
defined by the claims, thereby resulting in lack of clarity (Article 6 PCT) when used to 
interpret them. 
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